
Newsletter -  29th July 2020 
 
Dear Church friends, 
 
Catherine is on holiday for two weeks, so this week’s Worship Reflection (attached) has been kindly 
produced by Roy Muttram. In different circumstances, Roy would have been leading a Communion 
service in the Free Church. So instead, you may wish to have some bread and wine or other 
refreshment available while you read his reflection at home. For further worship material and links, 
if you’re online, do visit our website  www.stivesfreechurch.org 
 
Elders are continuing to plan how to gradually reopen the church building. As a multi-purpose 
building, we need to follow a wide range of guidelines affecting places of worship, community 
centres, cafés, retail shops, and even concert venues! The Property team have been carrying out a 
very thorough risk analysis and there is a lot of unseen preparation behind the scenes. I am very 
grateful for all the hard work from individuals to ensure we provide a safe environment, as we look 
forward to once more welcoming people back into our building. 
 
Although the church building has been closed, the church community has still been active. One of 
our challenges in the coming months will be how best to serve those who may be unable or 
unwilling to physically visit our building, while also restarting activities in the building for those who 
wish to return. We are also very aware that not everyone can access material online, so paper-based 
communication still has a place. It is a difficult balancing act to cater for everyone’s needs without 
duplicating effort and creating more work and pressure on preachers, elders, staff and volunteers. 
We may not get everything right first time, so please bear with us as it is a learning curve for us all. 
 
In a more normal year, by now we would have used a Church Meeting to announce the process for 
election of Elders from December 2020. This year, instead we will email and write to all church 
members soon to outline the process. We need to take into account that there may not be a physical 
Church Meeting in November, and some of the rules and regulations within the URC on how votes 
can be taken were drawn up before anyone had even used the word “Internet”. How the world has 
changed! 
 
Best wishes to you and those closest to you. 
 
David Duffett 
Church Secretary 
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