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View
from the
Manse

Have you ever seen the moon in
daytime? This week | was walking my
dog after lunch and saw a nearly full
moon bright as day in the full
sunshine! A little ditty popped into my
head that went something like this:

Day moon, winter sun
shining on the willow trees,
Day moon, winter sun
casting shadows long and lean,
You bring a golden gleam, giving
hints of spring to come .......

We have had such a mild winter so
far, that already the snowdrops are
out, and the green shoots of our
hyacinth bulbs are pushing out of the
ground. Even the starlings have
already had babies, which makes me
worry that we may still have a real
cold spell yet!

In the church calendar we are
entering Lent — a time of waiting and
reflection as we prepare our hearts for
Good Friday and Easter. | must
confess | hate waiting; however,
sometimes we need to be patient, for
it is in the waiting - with expectancy
and hope - that we learn and grow
and find meaning.

This Lent | will be leading a course
called ‘Treasures and Baggage' by
Clifford Owen, a retired priest helping
out during the interregnum at
Fenstanton Parish Church. We will be
meeting, with the parish church
people, at Fenstanton URC on
Monday evenings 7.30 pm,
throughout Lent. Friends from the
Free Church are very welcome.
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As we wait for the warmth and light of spring
and as we follow Jesus’ journey toward
Jerusalem where he gave his life for the
world and conquered over evil and death, let
us allow God’s Spirit to lead us step-by-step
so that we might learn something new about
following his ways.

Our first Sunday in February is the Just
Sharing 27" Anniversary Service in which we
will be informed about Fairtrade Fortnight this
year and hear how the shop is seeking in its
own small way to bring fairer trade in the
world. We then have a joint evening service
with Fenstanton on the 10" of February and
10™ of March where we can continue to
share in fellowship together.

The Women’s World Day of Prayer is to be
held on Friday 8" of March at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church this year and all — both men
and women — are invited. Ash Wednesday
Holy Communion is at the Free Church at 10
am prayers in the porch chapel. The Lent
course follows on Monday evenings
throughout March. We celebrate café-style
worship on 24™ February and 31% of March at
the Free Church, which will be Mothering
Sunday and a baptism. All families are
welcome!

May spring bring us new life and hope.
Love in Christ

Catherine

A Course for Lenté ¢é .

fiTreasures and Baggageo

To be held at Fenstanton URC at 7:30pm
each Monday in Lent.

* EXCESS
BAGGAGE

Leader: Catherine Ball

This is a joint event with Fenstanton
Parish Church, Fenstanton URC and
The Free Church.

FUN WITH THE SUN
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But al so have some fun
We formed thi-mmigdedp of
soul s
Al kept i n monthly touc
We found these new excit
Amused us very much
Six in St lves and two
Compared our times of st
We in the south had higt
I n moneynber man
Each day we hope the sur
And get our meters ticki
I f so it mdéay gblea sjso sotf bwel
Or sufppelbieck. ng
But wai t'! Have we no |
And ignored the real tr
Of all the Dblessings we
Linked to the sunny e a s
MJ B
Jan 2019



From the Church Secretary

Church Secretary Checklist

One month into the New Year! Are your New Year Resolutions
still in play? In January, | managed to keep the resolution to
return to running 5k regularly. Now at 48 minutes, | am much '9‘
slower than others in my family, but it is still an achievement ‘
for me to celebrate. v

Today, after church meeting, | ran into the range known as
‘endurance training’ and realised that STAMINA was what was
needed in my Church Secretary Checklist for February and
March.

S. Surveys are running to consider our Mission for the next 5 years. Please do
respond to churchsecretary@stivesfreechurch.org with your ideas to contribute to our
vision for 2025.

T. Timings and rotas. We get feedback to improve on the scheduling at our church
buildings with multiple user groups and church groups: including checking the
temperature; room setups; and clearing away for the next group. There is still a lot of
rota awareness workouts to do here.

A. Answered prayers. Remembering to be thankful for what is already achieved and to
pray constantly. Loving what we do.

M. Mission and Outreach. We are expecting to be called in for our Local Mission and
Ministry Review (LMMR). The minister and | will facilitate the refresh of our 2012
Pastorate Profile.

. Investing in people. Developing staff and volunteers is the duty of all employers. In
February and March, we plan to have developmental appraisals for our staff. Some of
the early feedback suggests that we could also do more to help the experience of our
volunteers.

N. Nutrition. Living and working in St lves and surrounds, it is great to have a ready
supply of warm healthy meals on our premises. Cooking from the raw ingredients is
something that we should all do more of for our health, and we can praise the cooks
and helpers in Tookeys — and learn from them!

A. Automation. Improving communications is a constant theme. Thanks to Alan and
others who are helping us to do this with faster broadband, better use of software and
to the elders who distribute communications to our members. Nor forgetting the Inspire
team, who keep us Inspired all year round. The magazine will now be bi-monthly but
will continue to keep us informed, thanks to the work of our editors.

STAMINA. Let’s all pull together to reach our goals in 2019.
Christine Macleod.


mailto:churchsecretary@stivesfreechurch.org
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: A message from Eil een:

"Eileen and her family are most grateful for all the cards of sympathy they have
: received since Allan died. We have found them to be a great comfort and :
: encouragement, and we do thank you all so very much. We especially thank so many :
friends turning out on a cold wintry afternoon for the thanksgiving service at the :
: church. You gave Allan such a joyful send off." :



A View from the Pew

COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS — NAME THEM ONE BY ONE!

| was born just before the war in the East End of Londonto a|
mother aged only seventeen. My parents were very poor and | |
produced 6 children in quick succession. By the time | was | &
three | had two siblings. When the war started | was the first to |
be evacuated. This was to prove to be one of my first
blessings.

Coming from a poor and unloving home | was transported to a
Christian home full of love. | had new clothes for the first time in my life and | was
known to swank in my lovely dress and white shoes and socks. It was at this time
that | was introduced to the lovely Flower Fairy stories which | love to this day. |
learned to love Sunday school. | was to live with them until | was 12. They are still
my family and | have a war-time brother and sister.

| used to go to London for a week or two just to keep in touch with my family but my
mother couldn’t relate to me because | was too “posh”. She was glad when | went
back!

On one such visit when | was about 12 years old | went into the Methodist church
for Sunday school. Stanley was the Sunday school superintendent. He was sixteen
years old! He said that he knew from that moment that he would one day marry
me....and he did...another big blessing!

| am sitting in my study about to do my singing exercises for the day ...another big
blessing and | am reminded of all the wonderful gifts God has given to me. As some
of you already know; | didn’t realise that | had a good singing voice until | was in my
seventies! | thank God and my dear friend Michael for this. Now | have a wonderful
new interest in my life. What a wonderful gift | was given - and at such a late stage
in my life!

He doesn’t stop at one or two...He continues to bless us with gifts through every
hour of every day.

In church, | look around me at the lovely faces of all my friends and realise how
fortunate | am! God has blessed me with so many gifts. | couldn’t begin to count
them as there are so many and they come in so thick and fast from the time |
awaken in the morning. when | hear the birds singing until | see the bright moon
when | close my eyes at night ready for sleep. | thank the Lord for the music of life
that we take so much for granted like the sound of someone laughing or we see a
baby’s smile.

Give us wisdom to enter this day with good sounds,
tones and pitches and words that affirm, encourage, cherish,
our sounds affecting the world in a positive way.

THANK GOD FOR HIS GREATEST GIFT OF ALL - JESUS CHRIST!

Rosemary Whiffen



Community Activities

Mondays

Tuesdays

Wednesdays

Thursdays

Sat 2nd Feb
Thu 7th Feb
Fri 8th Feb
Tue 19th Feb
Wed 20th Feb

Sat 23rd Feb

Wed 27th Feb
Sat 2nd Mar

Sun 3rd Mar

Thu 7th Mar
Fri 8th Mar
Sat 16th Mar
Tue 19th Mar
Wed 20th Mar
Wed 20th Mar
Thu 4th Apr

Sat 6th Apr

10:00

20:00

14:00

09:45

09:30 -
15:30
19:00
10:00
10:00

19:00

10:00 -
17:00

19:30

09:30 -

15:30

14:30

19:30

10:00

19:00

10:00

19:00

19:30

19:30

09:30 -
15:30

CRUSE

St lves
Photographic Club

Senior Citizens
Club

Sunny Steps

Saints Crafters Fair
Wi
COPE

Alzheimer's Support
Drop-In Cafe

St lves Gardening
Club

St Ives Photographic
Club presents
Interprint

RSPB
Saints Crafters Fair

Deborah Biggs Music
Tuition Charity
Spring Concert

Wi
COPE

Hemingford Ladies'
Choir Concert

Alzheimer's Support
Drop-In Cafe

St lves Gardening
Club

RSPB

Wi

Saints Crafters Fair

Church Activities

Mondays 19:00 Bowls Club

Wednes- 10:00- Tots & Carers

days 11:30  Term time only

Mondays 19:30 “Treasures and

in Lent Baggage” - Course
for Lent at Fenstanton
URC

Tues 12th  14:30 Meditation at

Feb Fenstanton URC

Wed 27th  19:45 Poetry Group in Tookey's

Feb

Fri 1st 11:00 World Day of Prayer

March At Sacred Heart

Tues 5th 14:30 Meditation at

March Fenstanton URC

Sun 17th 12:15 Church meeting

March

Wed 27th  19:45 Poetry Group in Tookey's

March

Fri 29th 19:00 Quiz in Aid of Church

March Funds

Christian Meditation at Fenstanton URC

This will take place as usual on the
second Tuesday 12th February at 2:30 pm
but please note that in March we will have
to hold it a week early on Tuesday 5th
March and not the 12th.

We will be using texts by Christian writers
as well as from the Bible, with the usual
preparation of quiet relaxation techniques.
Meditation has been proved to help health,
come along and try it, you will be most
welcome.

Any questions you may have please
telephone John on

01480 463117
or email jlec.williams44@yahoo.co.uk

Thank you,

John Williams.


mailto:jlec.williams44@yahoo.co.uk

Fenstanton Worship

Sun 3rd 09:30 Revd Derek Newton

Feb

Sun 10th  09:30 Revd Dr Catherine Ball -

Feb Holy Communion
18:00 Revd Dr Catherine Ball

Sun 17th 09:30 Revd Dr Catherine Ball

Feb

Sun 24th  09:30 Keith Cakebread

Feb

Sun 3rd 09:30 Revd Derek Newton

Mar

Sun 10th  09:30 Revd Dr Catherine Ball -

Mar Holy Communion
18:00  Dr Christine Macleod

Sun 17th 09:30 Revd Dr Catherine Ball

Mar

Sun 24th 09:30 Pauline Zahner

Mar

Sun31st 09:30 Revd Roy Muttram

Mar

Sun 7th 09:30 Revd Derek Newton

Apr

On Friday 1% March the World Day of Prayer,
“Come — Everything is Ready” written by the
women of Slovenia will be held in the Sacred
Heart Church at 11am. The Service is open to all
women, men and children and is an ecumenical
event so it is hoped that there will be
representatives of the 7 Christian Churches who
are members of CTSI, taking an active part in this
Service.

Following the Service a Lenten Lunch of soup,
bread and cheese will be served in the hall when a

donation towards Winter Comfort will be
requested.
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Free Church Worship

Porch Chapel prayers

10am
Mon—Sat
Sun 3rd 11:00 Revd Dr Catherine Ball -
Feb Holy Communion
Just Sharing Annual
Service
Sun10th 11:00 Revd Peter Ball
Feb
18:00 Revd Catherine Ball -
Joint at Fenstanton
Sun 17th  11:00 Revd Dr Catherine Ball
Feb
Sun 24th  11:00 Revd Dr Catherine Bal
Feb Café Style
Sun 3rd 11:00 Revd Dr Catherine Ball -
Mar Holy Communion
Wed 6th  10:00 Revd Dr Catherine Ball -
Mar Holy Communion for Ash
Wednesday
Sun10th  11:00 Revd Roy Muttram
Mar
18:00  Dr Christine Macleod
Joint at Fenstanton
Sun17th  11:00 Revd Dr Catherine Ball
Mar Followed by Church
Meeting
Sun 24th  11:00 Gerry Swain
Mar
Sun31st  11:00 Revd Dr Catherine Ball
Mar Café style & Baptism
Sun 7th 11:00 Revd Dr Catherine Ball -
Apr Holy Communion

Dear Friends,

Just a reminder that there is to be held
A Quiet Day for Lenten Reflectionso at
Little Gidding on Saturday April 6th.

There are 24 places and the cost would
be £26. It is a lovely place and we are
kindly cared for.

Please do contact Joey or Gerry or

John W. if you would be interested.

Quiet of course is not the same as
silent!
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Lent Collection for Traidcraft Exchange
Suggested donation £1 per Sunday
In the Traidcraft basket
As you will have heard Traidcraft, Il i ke manly ot h
ti me. Traidcraft has decided to contiQuer t8 a@o 0 ¢
artisans and producers stand to | ose their| jobs
result, with producers from India and Bangladesh
}_ ‘: z" ) ) “:-"?
To help their éuppliers through this difficult time Traidcraft Exchange has made an
appeal for funds. The February Church Meeting agreed to support this appeal with a
collection through Lent, suggesting a donation of a £1 each Sunday. The first
Sunday will be 15™ March, and there will be a Traidcraft basket to receive donations
at the back of the church.
Hanambr oi dered card manufacturer Swajan, (above)
peopl e, many of them women. Traidcraft Exchlange ¢
order s. "For years artisans from poor and ilsol at
trade market. Now that existing deals are jcomin
cushion the blow and help them <chart a new fut
Traidcraft Exchange. "Every-sampel iweld | hasedi thfed r
alternative fair trade buyers and some wil/l need
Donations to the wurgemea madvbauciea talppedat aic
we b sviwtwe t r ai dcr af tanodr go. vuekr/ ptrhoed upcheornse ajt + 4 <4
hristian Christian Aid Campaigns Roadshow
al o What: Campaigns workshop focused on Christian Aid&
climate campaign, The Big Shift
When: Saturday 16™ March, 2-5pm
Where: St Mary& Church, 1 New Road, Peterborough, PE1 1TT
Why: This is a brilliant opportunity to join others to learn, share and act.
There seemed to be pIerEtxycrcefmebaNdsanmwsr,irer(I]e&. by
hit every popul ated <continent, killing, i Rjurin
economic damage costing billions of doll ar sj.
The scientists of the I ntergovernment al Panel on
at both the urgency of the c¢climate situatipn, art
These impacts are already being felt in some of
this is absolutely a matter of justice
But the solutions do exist; we just need the pr
theMe. need to come together and get powered up f
We hop@&lypoin us at our campaigns roadshow ]levent
campaign to stop the Dbiggest banks funding] cl i me
reflect and plan how you andhegiolerbeocanmuoppagjr c@ami
action together.
The time is always right to do what is right.



http://www.traidcraft.org.uk/producers

The Bishopsb6Bench, otherwise known as fiThe House of Lordso !

In July of the year 1998, Hazel and | were to move into our retirement home provided for us by
the URC in St. Ives. On previous exploration of town and Church we were pleased to discover
that the minister was none other than Bill Mahood. We knew Bill very well from our shared time
of training at Paton Congregational College in Nottingham in the 1960's.

The week before we were due to move we had a rather strange but welcome ‘phone call from
the Revd Ralph Ackroyd.(father of Helen). He was welcoming Hazel and me to the Free
Church of St.lves and as an addition to the "Bishops Bench”. He went on to clarify just what
this '‘Bench' was. Already in the congregation there were five retired URC ministers in the
church namely, Ralph, David Dale Cyril Franks, Stuart Jackman, and dear Roy Muttram who
all, apparently sat in the same part of the church, and we would be joining this illustrious body
of clergy.

So on to our first visit after the move to this lovely town. Of course we'd no idea where the
particular area was in which the fraternal body sat and in some way we were rather shy of
knowing or asking. So we came into the worship centre and just headed for the kind of place
we like to sit together on the few occasions this had been possible up to this point of time. This
for us was on the right as you enter and three or four rows from the front. Lo and behold we
were in the midst of those Bill called the "Bishops Bench" without being aware of it!.

And what wonderful fellowship we became blessed with in the ensuing years, later to be joined
by David and Josie Viles, then Stan and Rosemary Whiffen, meeting twice a year as a group of
Ministers and wives. Those of us who are still around still meet twice a year at the Manse by
kind invitation of Catherine, joined by one or two other friends involved in ministry of some
kind. A very welcoming and happy beginning for Hazel and myself continues at the Free
Church to this day. Praise the Lord!

Yours in Christian fellowship, Derek Newton.

The Porch Chapel Doors

Having spent sever al mont hs deliberating abo
in December that we should proceed with ins:
would wundertake this quite difficult ahd de
Mi chael Pal mer , whose joinery skills and cr
result now to be seewho Than&egmwmui Mi thae| phot
final touchelrowglburChsBeel door s.

Our grateful thanks
to the anonymous
donor who made
this work possible!
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Israel and occupied Palestinian
territory
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Join us for a

QUIZ

In aid of church funds
Friday 29th March
7 for 7:30pm

Fish and Chip Supper
(vegetarian option)

Tables of no more than 6
£10 per head

Bring your own drinks
and nibbles!

Tickets available from early
February from Sally & Neville -

461985
or John & Mavis 463117
Last date for
tickets
P4 24th March 2

From Sue Billings:

I am writing to thar|'1kW alllnaveog];oggélgtlijn

!kl n?rr:ess and suppor t- of?c%%), teas,%coﬁee, biscf:ui%s,S

I mo n S I | jams, marmalades, chocolate

. = | and confectionary. .

IIt has been a very difplcuftrytlme,

. have been unable to. -

Sharing as well as |l of

. Without that support ..

I |

.l was very touched th you wer e
It her e, at the funer al of his
sservice . We look forward to
I | welcoming you into
Thank you. the shop - our

iWith much | ove, Sue X

Just Sharing, The Fair Trade
Shop in
The Free Church

Just Sharing our Fair
Trade shop continues to
play a significant part in
the life of the church and
the town. All that we do
in  Just Sharing has
benefits for producers in
developing countries.
Fairtrade is about better
prices, decent working
conditions, local

sustainability and fair

terms of trade for workers
the

and farmers in

developing world.

At Just Sharing we try _
to do our bit in this [iy
worldwide organisation

by our continuing
presence in the town. It
is a privilege to

welcome our customers
into the shop to view
and hopefully purchase
items from our beautiful
range of goods. To that end please come into the
shop and take a look at our newest stock arrivals.
Sue and the team continue to source new craft
items to tempt you.

We are well known for
our selection of cards
for different occasions -

whether it's for a
baptism, ordination,
birthday, annniversary

or other occasion - we

friendly team of staff and volunteers will be
pleased to assist you. Mary Anthony

bul d

| ast
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Contacts - -
- t FdzaS F2XNd K2 dz3a K
Minister
Revd Dr. Catherine Ball 352058
Mobile: 07714 081930
woC; D99{ |
Church Secretary e . NAly . Atabzy
Christine Macleod 465921 L o .
churchsecretary@sti yEKEReKtWOr YR. ¥R 2[F 2dzNJ |
{2 R2 y24 0Stf YS
Associate Church Secretary ¢KSasS KIF3I3IFINR FIFOSal 02dz R
Vacant Y S
C . {K2dzZ R ftAFTS KIFI @S RSIFtaG | |
communications & Media Convenor |2 5 ySSkR G2 a$S GKSY| F2NJ 4
/| K yYyOSNR |yR aONERdzydSNA
Webmaster [ L@l o2dzia | yR feqzyaéNﬁ”,‘
alan@stivesfreechur¢hAdKgo2Yoa dzlJ GKSAN) af SS@:
/| GBUKNR | 0a YR UKASOUSaA
Finance & Property Convenor ¢tKSe& IINB yz2i
Peter German 352401 28f 02Y8 KSNB
. . 2§ aK2dAZ R YIS GKSY
E;%‘*S""I\'A'(')gfef%régg;easurer D2 ol O] (2 6KSNB (KIS& OF Y!
¢KSéAOIyy20 §
Resident Musician { KFNB  2dzNJ F22 R
Brian Lodde 354647 { KINB 2dz2NJ K2YSa
{ KI NB 2dzNJ O2dzy a NRA S a
Flower Convenor LyadSIFR €S dza
Valerie Temple 466204 ,dAfR I gkttt G2 18S|ILI GKSY
LG Aa yz2d4d 211e G2 al @
E;?%g:go%‘;g‘s{e“” CKSaS FNB LIS2LX S 2d@ad A7
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Just Sharing Manager
Sue Billings 496570
Asst Manager
Rosemarie Smith
justsharing@stivesfree
Church Office 468535
of fice@stivesfreechurc
Open 9am - 1pm Monday to Friday
Room Bookings should be made
through the Church Office
The Free Church is committed to the
safeguarding of children and
vulnerable adults.
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